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SUSTAINABILITY EXEMPLARS 

NS/26 – Exemplars in sustainability  

Proposes to incorporate sustainable development exemplar programmes within Northstowe to demonstrate the feasibility of new 

technologies that address the principal absolute adverse impacts of the development, namely extra consumption of energy, water, 

etc. and increased CO2 emissions. 

Sustainability Appraisal Objectives 

[abridged in some cases] 

Assessment Comments / Proposed Mitigation 

Short  Med. Long 

1.1 Minimise irreversible loss of undeveloped land and 

productive agricultural holdings 

    

1.2 Reduce the use of non-renewable resources 

including energy 

   Policy proposes to capitalise on Northstowe to encourage 

adoption of energy and water conservation measures on a 

sufficient scale that economies of scale and scope can be 

exploited to keep unit cost per dwelling low, and to provide an 

integrated infrastructure from the ground up, rather than 

retrofitting it. 

However, note that the Cambridge East AAP includes an extra 

policy requiring use of energy efficient construction consistent 

with Core Strategy policies NE/1 and NE/3, whereas this is not 

specified separately for Northstowe. 

1.3 Limit water consumption to sustainable levels    As above. 

2.1 Avoid damage to designated sites and protected 

species 

    

2.2 Maintain / enhance range and viability of 

characteristic habitats and species 
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2.3 Improve opportunities for people to access the 

countryside and wild places 

    

3.1 Avoid damage to designated historic sites and their 

settings 

    

3.2 Maintain diversity and distinctiveness of landscape 

and townscape 

   Effect assumed to be neutral. 

3.3. Create places and spaces that look good and work 

well 

   Ideally residents should be happier to live in a ‘greener’ 

settlement. 

4.1 Reduce emission of greenhouse gases and other 

pollutants 

   Clear objective of reducing emissions by reducing energy 

consumption. 

4.2 Minimise waste production and support recycling    Incorporates water conservation and partial recycling measures. 

4.3 Limit or reduce vulnerability to flooding and other 

climate change impacts 

   Indirect impact. 

5.1 Maintain and enhance human health     

5.2 Reduce and prevent crime and the fear of crime     

5.3 Improve the quantity and quality of publicly 

accessible open space 

    

6.1 Improve the quality, range and accessibility of 

services and facilities 

    

6.2 Redress inequalities in age, gender, race, location, 

faith, disability, etc. 

   Possible indirect benefits if improved efficiency helps those 

experiencing fuel poverty. 

6.3 Ensure all groups have access to decent, 

appropriate and affordable housing 

   Implementation across a full settlement should help to keep down 

unit costs of technology, limiting its possible impact on housing 

costs. 

6.4 Encourage and enable active involvement of local     



Annex to Draft Sustainability Report – Northstowe AAP 
South Cambridgeshire Local Development Framework 
March / April 2005 

Scott Wilson  76 

 

people in the community 

7.1 Help people gain access to satisfying work 

appropriate to skills, potential and location 

    

7.2 Support appropriate investment in people, places, 

communications and infrastructure 

   Appears intrinsically supportive of investing in environmental 

technology. 

7.3. Improve the efficiency, competitiveness, vitality and 

adaptability of the local economy 

    

Summary of assessment: Arguably one of the most sustainable policies in this plan since it addresses directly the absolute adverse 

impacts of Northstowe on water and energy consumption. It clearly aims to exploit economies of scale and scope to encourage 

developers to incorporate conservation technology at the outset, not only demonstrating the feasibility of the approach, but also 

creating a critical mass of demand which will help to keep technology costs under control. 

Summary of mitigation proposals: As noted in the Core Strategy, there is some scope to take a more prescriptive approach with 

higher targets for the number of units for which energy and water efficient technology is provided. However we understand the 

Council wishes to keep the threshold level for provisioning at a level that provides a meaningful reduction in resource use while being 

low enough to encourage developers to adopt the technology. 

Nevertheless the policy text itself could make specific reference to the Core Strategy policies mentioned in the supporting text which 

define the approach to deploying energy efficient technology, use of renewable energy sources, and water conservation measures. 

Secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects: Clearly the main concern is that development occurs on a scale that it has a measurable 

impact on resource consumption, providing a compelling case for more widespread adoption of the technology and, if possible, 

encouraging retro-fitting to suitable older properties. 

 


